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Global Warming, Science, and Poverty 

 
Summary.  Scientific principles of thermodynamics tell us that the Earth’s warming and cooling is 

continuously self-regulated.  There is no trending warming or cooling in the real world.  Claims of, or belief in, 

global warming/climate change are based upon hypotheses (man-made statements of relationships) supported 

by assumption-laden statistical analysis, not upon real scientific principles and scientific endeavor.  Global-

warming-justified taxation, regulation, and litigation increase the cost of doing business and the cost of living.  

This undermines job creation and intensifies the financial struggle of low-income households, pushing many 

into poverty and/or keeping them there. 

 

 

Introduction 
 

Proponents of global warming/climate change claim that the Earth’s temperature is increasing over time due to 

Man’s activities and that, if not corrected, the world’s ice masses will melt and unleash a massive global 

flooding.  This claim has no basis in science and is total nonsense.  This short paper explains why. 

 

The Scientific Principles Relating to Global Warming/Climate Change 
 

Thermodynamics is the body of science that describes the movement, or transfer, of energy in our world.  The 3 

primary modes of energy transfer are radiation, conduction, and convection.  We get energy from the Sun 

through radiation.  Microwave and electric ovens heat food by radiation.  Energy also is transferred by 

conduction from a high-energy body to a lower-energy body upon contact.  Burning your hand when you touch 

a hot plate is an example of conduction.  Energy from the hot plate is transferred to your hand in sufficient 

amount to damage to your skin.  Convection refers to the movement of energy via air currents or a fluid mass, 

such as an ocean current.  A convection oven circulates air inside the oven to bring high-energy air molecules 

into contact with the food in addition to radiation from the electric element or microwave generator.  Radiation 

and conduction are the modes of energy transfer most relevant to the study of global warming/climate change.   

 

Two principles of thermodynamics that describe radiant energy transfer are (1) all bodies radiate energy and (2) 

the rate of radiation is directly proportional to temperature raised to the fourth power.  A “body” in science is 

anything with mass, so a greenhouse gas molecule is a body in relation to scientific principles.  A body warms 

because it absorbs energy, so as a greenhouse gas molecule absorbs energy it radiates it at an exponentially 

faster rate.  The rate of radiation slows as the molecule cools (loses energy on net).  This occurs continuously.  

These two scientific principles describe a continuous self-regulating process. 

 

The Kinetic Molecular Theory of Gases (the Gas Laws) tells us that as a greenhouse gas molecule absorbs 

energy it will move faster with random movement, making more collisions with molecules around it.  Upon 

collision, energy is transferred by conduction from the higher-energy molecule to the lower-energy molecule.  

This is how energy absorbed by greenhouse gas molecules is transferred throughout the atmosphere to non-

greenhouse gas molecules.  The non-greenhouse gas molecules then radiate energy at an exponentially faster 

rate and move faster making more collisions. 
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These scientific principles describe how the physical world around us continuously processes energy radiated 

from the Sun and the Earth to keep us from burning up.  Those who claim a global warming or cooling 

inherently are claiming that this continuous self-regulation process is not working.  They must explain why this 

process is not working for their work to be credible. 

 

The Imaginary Threat of Global Warming/Climate Change 
 

The threat of global warming/climate change exists only in our minds because we have assumed it to exist.  It is 

not a real threat.  The Thermodynamic Definition of Temperature, the definition of temperature upon which 

science is based, states that the property temperature only has meaning for a body or system that is in 

thermodynamic equilibrium.  A necessary condition of thermodynamic equilibrium is thermal equilibrium.  

Thermal equilibrium is marked by a steady temperature, or the temperature is the same throughout the body.  

Earth temperatures vary by region, by depth in the ocean, and by height in the atmosphere.  The Earth is not a 

body in thermodynamic equilibrium and therefore does not have a meaningful temperature in science.  

Something that does not exist cannot increase or decrease. 

 

Global warming/climate change researchers have based their analyses upon the assumption that the Earth can be 

modeled “as if it were” in thermodynamic equilibrium.  They developed a man-made construct, “average Earth 

temperature,” and show that its value has been increasing over time.  In doing so, they have assumed the real 

world away; and their results apply only to the imaginary world defined by their assumptions.  Assuming 

something to be so does not make it so, no matter how many make the assumption or who they are.  An 

assumption made by so-called scientists is still an assumption.  The real inconvenient truth is that the Earth’s 

warming and cooling is continuously self-regulated.  There is no trending warming or cooling in the real world. 

 

The Political Purpose of Global Warming/Climate Change and its Impact on Poverty 
 

The manufactured threat of global warming/climate change simply is propaganda used to promote socialist and 

environmentalist agendas.  Socialists use it as a justification to increase government control over people through 

taxation, regulation, and litigation.  This is why they focus on carbon dioxide (0.04% of the atmosphere) rather 

than the much more plentiful greenhouse gas water vapor (1-4% of the atmosphere, 25-100 times more plentiful 

than carbon dioxide).  They can tie carbon dioxide to Man’s activities, giving them justification to exert more 

government control over Man’s activities (us).  Environmentalists use the propaganda to promote increased 

regulations on fossil fuels to increase their cost to the level at which more expensive wind and solar power will 

become economically attractive. 

 

Emotional hysteria is generated by the fear of global flooding brought about by global warming sufficient to 

melt all of the world’s ice.  This hysteria is total nonsense because it is physically impossible to melt all of the 

Antarctica ice (90% of the world’s ice) with the Earth’s current orientation relative to the Sun.  A simple 

calculation, which is presented in detail on www.rogerthoney.com, shows that it would take more than 14 years 

of constant sunlight for the Antarctica ice mass to absorb the energy needed to totally melt.  The ice mass is in 

sunlight only about 6 months at a time and refreezes (loses energy) during the following 6 months, so it will 

never absorb the amount of energy needed to melt with its current orientation relative to the Sun. 

 

The regulations justified by the imaginary fears of global warming have significant impact on the economy 

because they increase the cost of doing business and the cost of living.  The increase in the cost of doing 

business undermines job creation because it increases the risk of creating new jobs (risk and return drive job 

creation).  The increase in the cost of living hurts those already struggling to make ends meet, including seniors, 

those on welfare, and the so-called “working poor.”  Poverty results from unemployment and a relatively high 

cost of living due to inflation, so global-warming-related regulations help push more people into poverty and/or 

keep them there. 


