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By Cal Thomas

y now, the script should
be disturbingly famil-
iar. Whether in the Mid-
dle East or, increas-
ingly, in America, a fanatical
Muslim blows up or goes on a
shooting spree, killing many.
This is followed quickly by
“condemnations” from “Mus-
lim civil rights groups,”’ such as
the Council on American-Is-
lamic Relations. We are then
warned by the president and
some newspaper editorials not
to jump to conclusions or to
stereotype. Yasser Arafat wrote
this script, which he used with
great success throughout his
bloody career as a terrorist.

Suddenly, the issue of gays in
the military doesn’t seem as
important as jihadists in the
military.

If you were an enemy of
America, not only would you
fight overseas and develop nu-
clear weapons (Iran), you also

ARMY MAeoACRE

By Frank J. Gaffney Jr.

oll after poll indicates
that official Washington
is held in very low re-
gard by the American
people. One reason is that our
leaders are seen as out of touch
with the realities confronting
ordinary folks — and with what
those folks’ common sense sug-
gests are appropriate re-
sponses to such realities.
There could scarcely be a
more graphic example of that
disconnect — and its ominous
implications — than the contor-
tions the U.S. government is
going through in the wake of the
murder of 13 people and the
wounding of dozens more at
Fort Hood last week. For exam-
ple, the FBI declared immedi-
ately after the attack that it was
not an act of terrorism. Other
officials are promoting the idea
that it is simply a case of an in-
dividual afflicted by stress or
deranged by the prospect of an
upcoming deployment to a war
zone. President Obama insists
we should reserve judgment,
evidently because the facts are
open to varying interpretations.
Such statements are an af-
front to most Americans’ intel-
ligence, which common-sensi-
cally applies a prosaic form of
the scientific method: They look
for the explanation that best

BARACK OBAMA

By Helle Dale

astyear’s U.S. presiden-

tial election sparked in-

ternational euphoria.

Americans had chosen
the “anti-Bush”! The jubilation
overseas reflected a belief that,
as president, Barack Obama
would think less like an Amer-
ican and more like the rest of
the world. Mr. Obama had done
much to encourage this belief.
Traveling to Berlin in July 2008,
the candidate unveiled what
would become his theme for
presidential foreign policy
speeches: an apology for Amer-
ican actions.

“I know my country has not
perfected itself,” he confessed.
“At times, we've struggled to
keep the promise of liberty and
equality for all of our people.
We’ve made our share of mis-
takes, and there are times when
our actions around the world
have not lived up to its best in-
tentions.” The German audi-
ence and the world lapped it up.

Once in office, Mr. Obama
and Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton emphasized
a new era of communication
with audiences worldwide.
Public diplomacy had been a
problem area for the George
W. Bush administration, but
the new administration pushed
its message aggressively to
young audiences via the new
media, Internet and cell-phone
technology. Marketing the per-
sonal appeal of the president to
audiences in Africa and the
Muslim world seemed espe-
cially promising.

Being personally popular
and publicly apologetic about
the United States may be
enough to win a Nobel Prize,
but it’s no way to conduct ef-
fective foreign policy. Indeed,

would engage in an even more
effective strategy by striking
at America’s underbelly. This
is our most vulnerable region
because we tolerate virtually
everything, indulge in politi-
cal correctness and subscribe
to a bogus belief that if radical
Islamists can see we mean
them no harm, they will mean
us no harm.

The federal government at
all levels has hired and pro-
moted Muslims to influential
positions. It requires “sensi-
tivity training” for federal em-
ployees, including those who
work at the FBI and the De-
partment of Homeland Secu-
rity. Last week, the House
Judiciary Committee, domi-
nated by liberal Democrats,
defied the White House and
removed from the USA Pa-
triot Act a tool for tracking
non-U.S. citizens in anti-ter-
rorism investigations. As our
enemies grow stronger and
more emboldened, they see

fits the facts. The facts — which
are becoming ever more nu-
merous by the day — are that
the purported perpetrator of
these crimes, Army Maj. Nidal
Malik Hasan, is “a devout Mus-
lim” who, as such, has had to
follow at least since 2001 the
dictates of the theo-political-
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Maj Malik Nidal Hasan

legal and seditious program
that authoritative Islam calls
Shariah. One of those dictates
is that the faithful must engage
in jihad, or holy war, to achieve
the submission of unbelievers
to Islam.

Consider the following par-
tial but illustrative listing of be-
havior that speaks to Maj.

setting the bar of expectations
so high has actually created a
problem. Even media solidly
on the side of the Obama ad-
ministration have started to
notice.

The Washington Post, for ex-
ample, still praises Mr.
Obama’s vision of a world of
“shared interests.” However,
that praise is now tempered by
the dawning reality that “on
the farthest-reaching U.S. for-
eign policy challenges, he is
struggling to translate his own
popularity into American in-
fluence, even with allies that
have celebrated his break with
the Bush administration’s em-
phasis on military strength,
unilateral action and personal
chemistry”

On critical challenges such
as Iran and Afghanistan, the
president has failed to per-
suade even friendly govern-
ments to support American po-
sitions. On major multilateral
issues such as the Doha trade
round, the administration has
demonstrated no leadership.

Mr. Obama also has disap-
pointed the global Greens on
climate change, an issue of al-
most religious significance to
Europeans. Rather than fer-
vently embrace the upcoming
Copenhagen Climate Change
Conference, he has made it, at
best, a third-tier priority.

The president’s approach
has reaped no fruit in the Mid-
dle East, either. Mr. Obama’s
initial outreach to Arab audi-
ences via an appearance on al-
Hurra television and his
speech in Cairo won huge
plaudits. But audiences in the
Middle East still await the pol-
icy follow-up — the Palestini-
ans with impatience, the Is-
raelis with concern. So far, U.S.
arm-twisting on the issue of

Jihadists 1in the mulitary

Will nothing cure our self-deception?

us becoming weaker and less
committed.

No amount of evidence —
from Koran verses urging the
killing of “infidels,” to cries of
“God is great,” reportedly
shouted by the purported Fort
Hood shooter, Maj. Nidal Malik
Hasan — will cure our self-de-
ception. Sun Tzu famously
wrote that all war is deception.
But it takes two to deceive, and
the United States is behaving
like a willing partner.

People claiming to know
Maj. Hasan told interviewers
he made frequent statements
against the wars and the U.S.
presence in Islamic countries.
Rep. Michael McCaul, Texas
Republican, told reporters
after he was briefed on the
shootings that Maj. Hasan
“took a lot of advanced train-
ing in shooting.” Why would a
psychiatrist need advanced
training in shooting unless he
believed in murder as ther-
apy? Shouldn’t that, coupled

The siren call of Shariah

Ignored warning signs of a radical pathology

Hasan’s dangerous proclivities:

During his posting in the
Washington area, Maj. Hasan
attended one of the most vir-
ulently Shariah-adherent
mosques in America, Fairfax
County’s Dar al-Hijrah Is-
lamic Center. He publicly ex-
pressed admiration for its
one-time imam, Anwar Al-
Awlaki — an exponent of jihad
associated with two of the per-
petrators of the Sept. 11, 2001,
attacks.

Maj. Hasan repeatedly
tried to proselytize his psychi-
atric patients — many of whom
genuinely did have post-trau-
matic stress disorder —to con-
vert to Islam, prompting com-
plaints from a number of those
he was treating.

He apparently authored
blog postings that favorably de-
picted suicide bombers who go
to their heavenly virgins shout-
ing “Allahu Akbar!”

According to the New York
Times, “about a year ago,” in
the course of his work toward a
master’s degree at the Uni-
formed Services University of
the Health Sciences, Maj.
Hasan “gave a Power Point
presentation ... titled ‘Why the
War on Terror is a War on
Islam. ” The London Telegraph
reports he “even told class-
mates that Islamic law trumped
the U.S. Constitution.”

International letdown

Little of substance delivered on promises

Jewish settlements in the West
Bank has yet to begin.

Meanwhile, human rights
advocates and democracy ac-
tivists wonder how Mr.
Obama’s foreign policy will ad-
dress their concerns. In pursu-
ing shared interests with China,
Iran, Cuba, Russia and other
estranged states, the adminis-
tration is muting values and
ideals that were at the heart of
American foreign policy for
most of the past century.

Undersecretary of State
Anne-Marie Slaughter said last
week that the United States can
address global challenges with-
out at least initially raising is-
sues of governance and legiti-
macy among foreign
governments. Such values-neu-
tral foreign policy makes the
content of public diplomacy dif-
ficult to articulate.

What about institutional
means of transmitting U.S. pol-
icy to foreign publics — as well
as foreign leaders? The admin-
istration is still working on that.
The Quadrennial Diplomacy
and Development Review
process has just begun. The
Broadcasting Board of Gover-
nors, which oversees Voice of
America and other US. interna-
tional broadcasting services,
remains in limbo.

The terms of all nine board
members have expired, and the
White House has made no nom-
inations to fill the posts. Such
inaction typifies the Obama ad-
ministration’s failure to engage
substantively in public diplo-
macy — despite all the presi-
dent’s appealing imagery, sym-
bols and oratory.

Helle Dale is the senior fellow
for public diplomacy at the
Heritage Foundation.

with his statements about “the
aggressor” and other actions
— including his preference
for Muslim clothing — have
alerted someone in authority
that he might be a time bomb
waiting to go off? Yes, ab-
solutely. But who wants to
jeopardize a career by raising
such questions and becoming
the target of “civil rights
groups” and politically cor-
rect dupes? Intimidating
Americans into silence when
they know better is also a very
effective strategy when fight-
ing a war.

Maj. Hasan gave away his
belongings immediately before
the shootings, saying to one re-
cipient, “I am going away” —
an act of charitable form of
cleansing consistent with
Shariah’s injunctions to would-
be shaheeds (martyrs).

The New York Times also
reports that, in the words of a
friend, the night before the
shootings, Maj. Hasan felt he
should quit the military be-
cause, “In the Koran, you’re
not supposed to have alliances
with Jews or Christian or oth-
ers, and if you are killed in the
military fighting against Mus-
lims, you will go to hell.”

As troubling as these indi-
cations of Maj. Hasan’s em-
brace of Shariah are, even
more alarming is the Army’s
inaction in the face of those of
which it was informed. Re-
tired Lt. Col. Ralph Peters
scorched the Army’s leader-
ship in a New York Post col-
umn last Friday, saying: “For
the first time since I joined the
Army in 1976, 'm ashamed of
its dereliction of duty. The
chain of command protected a
budding terrorist who was
waving one red flag after an-
other. Because it was safer for

Sound minds not brain-
washed by our own “re-educa-
tors” should have seen this
coming. Though born in
America to Jordanian immi-
grant parents, Maj. Hasan de-
scribed himself as a “Palestin-
ian.” He got into trouble by
attempting to proselytize
some of his patients.

Most top federal agencies,
including the Pentagon and
the Department of Homeland
Security, have “civil liberties”
offices recommended by the
9/11 Commission to focus on
“outreach” to the Muslim com-

careers than doing something
about him.”

What is really frightening,
though, is the prospect that our
civilian and military leaders
may think it “safer for their ca-
reers” to persist in the politi-
cally correct but mendacious
contention that there is no link
between murderous actions
like Maj. Hasan’s and adher-
ence to authoritative Islam’s
Shariah program. That is the
line of the Muslim Brotherhood
— an organization sworn to
“the destruction of Western civ-
ilization from within.” It is not
the truth, however.

If the U.S. government can-
not come to grips with the re-
ality that authoritative Islam
is rooted in Shariah, that
Shariah demands its adher-
ents engage in supremacist
jihad and that jihad is — pur-
suant to Shariah — intended to
inflict terror on its victims, it
will be wholly unable to defeat
an enemy bent on its destruc-
tion. And official Washington
will only further alienate the
American people who have
the eminent sense to appreci-
ate that although not all Mus-
lims (in or out of uniform) em-
brace Shariah and its

munity. In this, they follow ef-
forts by the George W. Bush
administration, which dis-
patched Karen Hughes to tell
Muslim women in Saudi Ara-
bia that American women are
so free they can drive their
own cars. The Saudi women
were not impressed.

It’s one thing to be suckered
by others. It’s quite another to
sucker yourself.

How much longer will we
tolerate fighting this war as if it
were a minor crime wave? Our
enemies are fighting to win, and
they are fighting everywhere,
including within our borders.
People trained to appear non-
threatening, until the threat be-
comes obvious and it is too late
to do anything about it, are in-
filtrating our government and
society at every level.

It is irrelevant that some
have put the number of radi-
calized Muslims worldwide at
10 percent. Even if that figure
is accurate, 100 million ji-
hadists can cause a lot of dam-
age as they plot the destruc-
tion of Western democracies.
Other wars have been won
with far fewer soldiers and far
fewer dupes.

Cal Thomas is a nationally
syndicated columnist.

obligation to wage jihad, those
who do are our mortal ene-
mies. The latter have no more
business in our military than
does their program in our
country.

Sen. Joe Lieberman, Con-
necticut independent, has the
rightidea. Announcing on “Fox
News Sunday” that he would
launch an investigation in the
Senate Homeland Security
Committee, the senator de-
clared, “If Hasan was showing
signs, saying to people that he
had become an Islamist ex-
tremist, the U.S. Army has to
have zero tolerance. He should
have been gone.”

Under those circumstances,
the least the Army can dois en-
sure that his victims — both
those who are gone and those
wounded in his attacks — re-
ceive Purple Hearts for the
losses they incurred at the
hands of the enemy.

Frank J. Gaffney Jr. is presi-
dent of the Center for Security
Policy, a columnist for The
Washington Times and host of
the nationally syndicated pro-
gram, “Secure Freedom
Radio.”
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